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Developers and environmentalists stood side by
side during the 2003 legislative session---in sup-
port of a bill to reform Georgia's soil erosion con-

trol law (HB 285) which easily passed through the state
House and Senate. This year, those same groups took
sides in a pitched battle over the fate of the greenspace
along Georgia's waterways, known as "stream buffers".

Pursuant to the Georgia Erosion and Sedimentation Act,
the state Environmental Protection Division (EPD) is
charged with the protection of vegetated riparian zones
(or buffers) of 25 feet along warmwater streams and 50
feet along designated trout streams---unless a variance is
obtained from EPD based on circumstances that include
hardship. The criteria used by EPD to make variance
decisions were developed in 2000 by a technical advisory
group.

Stark Contrast to Collaborative Approach

The successful collaboration which led to HB 285 was the
result of a lengthy, often difficult, multi-year process
(including lawsuits) to develop consensus on key issues
of concern to all stakeholders involved in efforts to keep
Georgia mud out of the waterways that supply drinking
water, recreation and wildlife habitat. In the end, every-
one involved gave some and took some, and then agreed

to support a bill whose language had been hammered out
even before the session started.

In stark contrast, Sen. Casey Cagle (R-Gainesville) intro-
duced legislation (SB 460) in 2004 without any effort to
bring all stakeholders together to discuss unidentified
"problems" with the implementation of Georgia's 15 year

WATER COALITION PREVAILS IN BATTLE TO PROTECT
STREAM BUFFERS    

Stream quality is a barometer of urban
land use pressures on a watershed, The
specific effect of land use and manage-

ment practices on streams is, however, 
difficult to assess and often goes unmeasured. 

In six watersheds in Gwinnett County, monitor-
ing results of an ongoing study by the U.S.
Geological Survey (USGS) show quantitatively
that development in stream buffers degrades
water quality and that management strategies
in these buffer areas can have a bigger impact
on stream quality than strategies implemented
elsewhere in the watershed. For the purposes
of this study, a stream corridor was defined as
having a width of 30 meters (about 100 feet).
The monitoring network was designed and
installed during 1996, as a cooperative investi-
gation of the USGS and the Gwinnett
Department of Public Utilities. Gwinnett
County is to be commended for its significant
investment in the project and its use of the
data to improve watershed quality. 

Stream gages in the six watersheds continu-
ously monitor water level, streamflow, and
precipitation and periodically collect water
quality samples (e.g., biological oxygen
demand, chemical oxygen demand, total sus-
pended solids, phosphorus, nitrogen, and
trace metals). Stormflow, collected with auto-

matic samplers to assess non-point source
pollution, was correlated with transportation
land use (i.e., roads) in the stream corridor. 

The conclusions in the USGS report, "Does
land use affect our streams?" were based on
five years of data, collected through 2001.
Monitoring data show a strong relation
between transportation land use in the stream
corridor and total suspended solids and lead.
High lead yields in the streams where roads
have been built within the stream corridor
may be due to increased lead deposition in
paved areas. In addition, there is greater effi-
ciency of wash off from road surfaces, accom-
panied by reduced filtration of runoff before it
reaches the waterway due to the removal of
vegetation in the corridor.

Source: "Does land use affect our streams? A
watershed example from Gwinnett County,
Georgia, 1998-2001", USGS publication, Mark
Landers, et al. http://ga.water.usgs.gov

URBAN CASE STUDY

ROADS IN STREAM CORRIDORS DEGRADE WATER QUALITY

See Buffers, page 7

Lower Falls on Mulberry Creek,
Harris County

USGS scientists collecting a sample from a stream in metro Atlanta.

River Clean-ups 
with Boat Captain 
2nd Saturday of each month 
through October 
Maximum 4 people 
Start time 1pm 
Contact: 404-352-9828 ext. 20 
or htrammel@ucriverkeeper.org 

Practice Run for 
2nd Annual River 
Race & Festival          May 15
Meet at Garrard's Landing 
9:30 AM. Paddle 10 AM - Noon 
and take out at Riverside Park 
at Vickery Creek Bridge. 
Contact: 404-352-9828 ext. 14 
or bcrawford@ucriverkeeper.org

Biological 
Adopt-a-Stream 
Workshop                  May 15 
Smithgall Woods 
Contact: 404-352-9828 ext. 17 
or khastie@ucriverkeeper.org 

Tour De Lake May 15
Pyne Road Park 
LaGrange, Georgia
Fundraising bicycle & motorcycle ride   
Go to www.westpointlakecoalition.org 
or call 706-884-5916

Soquee 
River Cleanup May 22 & 23
North Georgia       
Contact: 706-865-4451

River Cleanup June 5
Friends of Upper Chattahoochee River
Helen, Georgia
Contact: 770-531-1064
or dboden@ucriverkeeper.org 

2nd Annual 
River Race 
& Festival                  June 12
Roswell, Georgia 
For info and registration 
go to www.chattahoochee.org 
or contact: 404-352-9828 ext. 14 
or bcrawford@ucriverkeeper.org 

Chemical 
Adopt-a-Stream 
Workshop                  June 19
Smithgall Woods 
Contact: 404-352-9828 ext. 17 
or khastie@ucriverkeeper.org

10th Anniversary 
Gala                  September 17 
The Foundry at Puritan Mill 
7-11pm 
Contact: 404-352-9828 ext. 12 
or mchriston@ucriverkeeper.org
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Atlanta, Georgia

The City of Roswell, the National Park Service and
Upper Chattahoochee Riverkeeper (UCR) are
doing it again!  We invite you to participate in our

2nd Annual River Race & Festival on June 12. The race
course is a beautiful (and fairly easy) 8-mile paddle from
Holcomb Bridge (Garrard's Landing Park) to Riverside

Park in Roswell. There are "Open" and "Recreational"
events for all age and skill levels. 

Participants in the "Open" competitive events may earn
points toward awards in the Georgia Flatwater Canoe/
Kayak Race Series. Our race is the third and last in the
Series, which began in late March on the Canoochee
River, organized by the Canoochee Riverkeeper. On May
8, the Coosa River Basin Initiative (aka Upper Coosa
Riverkeeper) is sponsoring a race on the Oostanaula
River in Rome.

Spectators may view the Chattahoochee Race at Island
Ford (from National Park Service trails), Don White Park
(at Riverside Drive under GA 400 bridge), and the new
pedestrian bridge at Riverside Park. 

Come enjoy the Festival food and music. The "Swallows"
Restaurant in Roswell is bringing their great BBQ and
veggie sandwiches along with their Nashville Band. See
the many environmental and craft exhibits. It may be a
good time to examine the new canoes and kayaks on the
market.

This 2nd Annual Race is sponsored by Chevron, The
Coca-Cola Company, WAGA Fox 5, Chattahoochee
Nature Center and supported by many exhibitors and
paddlers such as yourself. You may register on-line at
www.chattahoochee.org or mail/fax the registration form
below:

River MattersSIGN UP NOW AND COME BACK TO THE RIVER ON JUNE 12!

2ND ANNUAL BACK TO THE CHATTAHOOCHEE RACE & FESTIVAL

Paddling to the finish at the 1st Annual Race in 2003. 

The Environmental Festival begins as the Race ends.
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Fees: Solo $30, Tandem $40
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Long-time UCR supporter Graham Anthony, who
lives in the Huntcliff Subdivision on Morgan Falls
Lake near Roswell, approached us last year with a

new idea---a "River Neighbor" project.  The basic idea is
very simple. Graham is serving as the designated point of
contact between UCR and the Huntcliff neighbors. In this
capacity, he is making sure that information on our
events, cleanups, issues, and alerts is included in all
Huntcliff publications and that we are made aware of
river-related projects being undertaken by the neighbor-
hood. He is encouraging cooperative projects and fielding
questions about the River and UCR. In a short time,
Graham has already made tremendous progress. A meet-
ing that he facilitated in January brought neighbors
together for a lively discussion that resulted in plans for
an adopt-a-stream program, a spring river cleanup and a
fly fishing demonstration. In addition, several neighbors
are interested in being involved with Georgia Power
Company's re-licensing of Morgan Falls Dam and in get-

ting to know officials representing various river authori-
ties, such as the National Park Service. We hope that
Graham's idea will serve as a template for similar efforts
in other subdivisions along the Chattahoochee. If you are
interested in getting involved with a River Neighbor
Program, please contact Birgit Bolton @ bbolton@ucriver-
keeper.org or Graham Anthony @ gha2@mac.com 

River Stewardship 

RIVER NEIGHBOR PROGRAM TAKES OFF AT HUNTCLIFF SUBDIVISION

River CHAT4

Waterkeeper

Alliance Store
UCR members may purchase

online a broad range of
quality merchandise with

our UCR logo.

UCR benefits from your 
purchase.

Order through 
www.chattahoochee.org
select UCR Store, then

Waterkeeper Store.

Graham Anthony, Bill Kessler, Chris Uberto, Sarah Buckner, Brian & Rob Sayer, Michelle
Marcus, Kevin & Olivia Buckner.  (photo by Melissa Buckner)

UCR was busy this spring, organizing and partici-
pating in a wide variety of River events. On March
6, we helped with a cleanup and awareness day

organized by the Cohutta, Upper Chattahoochee, and
Tailwater Chapters of Trout Unlimited at the Settles
Bridge Unit of the Chattahoochee National Recreational
Area (CRNRA)---just a few miles downstream from Buford
Dam. More than 30 partnering organizations and close to
100 volunteers pitched in to remove tons of debris, stock
fish, and install erosion control and restoration struc-
tures. The National Park Service (NPS) and Gwinnett
County plan to install a gate near the top of the road to
Settles Bridge to control access. The access road was
graded after the cleanup, and a truck load of gravel was
dumped and smoothed out in the parking area. The NPS
has also put up orange fencing around the eroded areas
and posted signs, including one that says "Catch your
limit, limit your kill".

For the sixth consecutive year, UCR partnered with
Peachtree Road United Methodist Church to hold a
River cleanup at the East Palisades unit of the CRNRA in
conjunction with their Great Day of Service. Additional

participating organiza-
tions included the NPS,
Cummins South, Inc.,
and Aquascape
Environmental. Thanks
to a generous donation
from UCR member John
Baker, we were able to
purchase cleanup sup-
plies, as well as lunch
for the volunteers. 

Volunteers from
Earthshare, REI, and
the Latin American
Association (LAA)
pitched in to clean up
the Powers Island Unit
of the CRNRA on April 17. Students from the LAA paddled
canoes along the riverbank to remove hard-to-reach
trash. A huge thanks to all our volunteers who helped
clean up the river this spring.

COLD WATER FISHERY FOUNDATION ESTABLISHED BY LOCAL GUIDE

In 1998, the nonprofit
Chattahoochee Cold Water
Fishery Foundation (CCWFF)

was established by Christopher
Scalley, who grew up fishing the
Chattahoochee River near Roswell
and has been guiding fly fishing
float trips with “River Through
Atlanta Guide Service” since 1994
(www.riverthroughatlanta.com). The
section of the Chattahoochee
where Chris and his clients fish is a

state-designated trout stream with
over 6,000 acres of protected public
land and is listed as one of the top
100 trout streams in the country. 

Over the years, Chris and other fly
fishermen noticed that aquatic
communities in the River, such as
mayflies, caddisflies and stoneflies,
were disappearing. Yet, there was
no research being conducted on
these insects, which are crucial
food sources for fish and serve as
excellent water quality indicators.
Given the absence of macroinverte-
brate studies on the mainstem of
the River, CCWFF was formed with
an impressive board of directors,
representing the local fisheries
community. The board selected six
sampling sites, evenly distributed
along the River. Under a National
Park Service special use permit,
volunteers collect benthic macroin-
vertebrates quarterly, using two

sampling methods that target colo-
nizing aquatic food webs. The goal
is to monitor water quality on a
long-term basis and make the infor-
mation available to the public.  

The volunteers, primarily enthusi-
astic fly fishermen, must complete
an informal entomology class
through their county Adopt-a
Stream program. Each sample is
labeled, keyed to genus, and pre-
served in alcohol. With five years of
research, some trends are now
observable. Caddisfly populations
of particular species have dropped,
but there has been an increase in
other subspecies. Also noted: the
proliferation of species like scuds---
a crustacean, which provides a
great food source for trout. For
more information, including a hatch
chart for fishermen, see 
www.chattahoocheefoodwebs.org 

SPRING CLEANING ALONG THE RIVER
CLEANUPS DRAW HUNDREDS OF VOLUNTEERS

Volunteers removed more than 40 tires from
the river.

Chris Scalley (L) and fishing partner.

On April 4-5, 18 educators were trained as the first
national Healthy Water, Healthy People (HWHP)
facilitators. Based on a new, National K-12 cur-

riculum, HWHP is an innovative water quality education
program sponsored by Project WET (Water Education for
Teachers) and the Hach Scientific Foundation. Georgia
will be the first state to debut this curriculum and offer a
facilitator training workshop to demonstrate the training
of volunteer monitors and the best ways to use this cur-
riculum. Participants were taught Georgia Adopt-A-
Stream monitoring protocols, introduced to Project WET,

and hiked alomg the banks of the
Chattahoochee River to learn about
the natural history of the area.
Additional partners in this initiative
include Chattahoochee Nature
Center, Cobb County Water System,
Fulton County Water Quality,
Georgia Adopt-A-Stream and Keep
Roswell Beautiful.   

STUDENT HAPPENINGS AROUND THE WATERSHED….

River Kids

Four years ago, 4-H Coach, Pat
Miolen, and two members of
the 4-H Wildlife Team, Cody

Disque and Dane Beatenbough,
were invited to attend a Georgia
Adopt-A-Stream (GA AAS) work-
shop in North Georgia led by
Sharon Cowden, Fulton County
Adopt-A-Stream Coordinator.
Through a continued partnership
with Kim Morris-Zarneke at GA
AAS, the students visited their local
waterways and found hazardous
waste barrels and an abundance of
trash in Wahoo Creek---a tributary
to the Chattahoochee River in
Coweta County. 

Since 2000, this 4-H group has
actively monitored three creek
sites, drawn plans for a new nature
center, organized four cleanups in
conjunction with Rivers Alive at 13
sites for 380 volunteers, mentored
and presented environmental edu-

cation programs to more than 1,500
fifth grade students, provided 15
speaking engagements reaching
more than 2,300 people, and
worked diligently to stop illegal
dumping along Wahoo Creek by

working with local county officials.
"A handful of teen leaders opened
their eyes and saw a problem in
our environment being ignored,"
said Environmental Team Coach,
Pat Miolen. "They possessed the
character to care and have educat-
ed the community how young citi-
zens can accomplish remarkable
tasks in protecting our environ-
ment."

Hats off to 4-H Coweta County! Last
month, the Environmental Team
was awarded Georgia Adopt-A-
Stream's Extraordinary Volunteer
Effort Award at the annual
Environmental Education Alliance
of Georgia and team member Cody
Disque, who was instrumental in
forming this group, was awarded
Keep Georgia Beautiful's Student of
the Year in 2003. For more informa-
tion, contact Pat Miolen at 770-254-
2620.

COWETA'S 4-H ENVIRONMENTAL TEAM MONITORS LOCAL CREEKS 

River CHAT 5

On February 24, more than 70 environmental edu-
cators, friends and supporters of UCR joined us
at Scitrek for the first viewing of Waters to the Sea:

The Chattahoochee River CD-ROM. In partnership with the
Global Center for Environmental Education (GCEE) at

Hamline
University and
Oxbow Meadows
Environmental
Learning Center
in Columbus, UCR
developed this
new, innovative
and educational
CD-ROM for ele-
mentary and mid-
dle school aged
students. This
educational tool

allows students to learn more about the water cycle,
watershed hydrology and ecosystem concepts, as well as
important cultural and natural history concepts. 

The core of the project is delivered through a CD-ROM
virtual river journey down the length of the
Chattahoochee River. The canoe trip provides a fascinat-
ing historical perspective that takes paddlers through the
early history of Georgia to modern times. Production of
Waters to the Sea was made possible through generous
support from The Coca-Cola Company, Georgia Power,

Robert W. Woodruff
Foundation, and the
Sustainable Forestry
Initiative. Implementation
and dissemination of the
CD-ROM throughout
schools in the
Chattahoochee River
Basin will be supported
by the Arthur M. Blank
Family Foundation and
the Richard C. Munroe
Foundation and will take
place this summer.

For more informa-
tion on Waters to
the Sea, contact
Kristi Hastie at
khastie@ucriver-
keeper.org or 404-
352-9828 ext. 17. 

GEORGIA PROJECT WET BRINGS NATIONAL CURRICULUM TO LOCAL AREA

“WATERS TO THE SEA” MAKES SPLASHING DEBUT! 
NEW INTERACTIVE CD-ROM NOW AVAILABLE

DOWN TO
EARTH DAY
FOR KIDS!

On April 24, the Captain
Planet Foundation held its
2nd Annual "Down to Earth
Day Kids Festival," at
Centennial Olympic Park.
Thousands of parents and
children explored environ-
mental themes, such as
wildlife appreciation, renew-
able energy, water quality,
and native plants through
hands-on activities.
Environmental speaker Lois
Gibbs, who led the fight to
clean up the hazardous site
know as Love Canal in the
1980s, inspired the crowd
with her call to action mes-
sage. UCR hosted three envi-
ronmental education stations,
including an interactive
exhibit featuring our new
CD-ROM, "Waters to the
Sea: The Chattahoochee
River." 

John Shepard and Tracy Fredin, producers of “Waters to
the Sea”.

Coweta County 4H was a finalist at the Georgia
Conservancy’s 2003 Youth Environmental
Symposium.

UCR Director of Watershed Education, Kristi
Hastie, thanks sponsorsand partners for their
generous support.
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