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“Y
’all need to prove the water is unclean first
before you take my property with more
buffers,” yells one woman followed by clap-

ping and whistles.  “This just about
amounts to communism,” cries another.
Amens echo throughout the crowd, as the
next person shouts to be heard amongst
the 400-person crowd packing a school
gymnasium in Cleveland.

For over two hours last month,
angry citizens voiced complaints about reg-
ulations to protect the north Georgia
streams that supply our drinking water.
Meetings such as these are frustratingly
common within the six largely rural coun-
ties that comprise the Chattahoochee
Headwaters, a 1000-square-mile watershed
that drains into Lake Lanier and includes
the Soque and Chestatee Rivers. 

In 1996, Riverkeeper’s Headwaters office was
established with a grant from the U.S. EPA for a Riparian
Education Program and the Soque River Restoration
Project (see www.chattahoochee.org). Subsequently,

NEWS FROM THE CHATTAHOOCHEE HEADWATERS

Soil Watch Workshop for North Fulton County June 19
Call 404.352.9828 ext. 16 or achampagne@ucriverkeeper.org

Adopt-A-Stream Workshop for Habersham County June 23
Call 404.352.9828 ext. 17 or krose@ucriverkeeper.org

2nd Annual Riverkeeper Golf Classic June 26
Call 404.352.9828 ext. 12 or slayton@ucriverkeeper.org

Metro Atlanta Canoe Trip—Member Outing June 30
Call 404.352.9828 ext. 24 or bbolton@ucriverkeeper.org

Hike the River’s Gorge—Member Outing July 14
Call 404.352.9828 ext. 24 or bbolton@ucriverkeeper.org

Soil Watch Workshops: 
Little Nancy Creek Watershed Alliance August 23
South Fulton County August 28
Call 404.352.9828 ext. 16 or achampagne@ucriverkeeper.org

Chemical/Biological Adopt-A-Stream Workshops
Call 404.352.9828 ext. 17 or krose@ucriverkeeper.org

THE RIVER MATTERS
For Additional Information Check Our OnLine Calendar

WWW.CHATTAHOOCHEE.ORG

See Headwaters, page 6

Headwaters staff have branched into water conservation,
safeguarding trout streams, lake monitoring and source
water protection.  Working with local governments to

protect watersheds has proven to be one of
our biggest challenges.

Georgia is a “home rule” state – meaning
that all land use decisions are made at the
local level. Therefore, it is critical that these
local decisions are adequately informed
regarding threats to our water supplies,
such as pollution from storm runoff.
Although there are no state laws dictating
local land use regulations, there are incen-
tives for cities and counties to make their
own decisions to prevent water pollution.

A Victory for Clean Water in Hall County
The state requires local governments

that are applying for new or expanded
wastewater or withdrawal permits to devel-

op and implement a watershed protection plan.  For that
purpose, Hall and Forsyth Counties and the City of
Gainesville funded a watershed assessment—basically a
“report card” on the health of the waters within their
jurisdictions.  Streams were sampled, assessed and
improvement measures recommended.  The public was
invited to comment on the recommendations at numer-
ous meetings, and a technical advisory group included
diverse members such as Riverkeeper, the Homebuilders
Association, Farm Bureau and others. 

Under the leadership of Public Works Director
Rob Rivers, Hall County proposed an excellent ordi-
nance that strengthened erosion control, provided for
stormwater management, and widened vegetated buffer
zones.  Riverkeeper testified at meetings to support the
ordinance, however, loud opposition was heard from
farmers, developers and even some state legislators—
despite the sound scientific basis for the ordinance,
excellent outreach efforts, and the fact that permits for

the area’s future growth are contingent on adequately
protecting our waters.  Business leaders proposed a
last minute “compromise” that would have gutted
the ordinance, but thanks to Commissioners Gary
Gibbs and Roger Cole, important parts of the ordi-
nance were salvaged and the final version passed
unanimously (see www.hallcounty.org). Although
Riverkeeper does not believe that this ordinance

goes far enough to fulfill all state permitting require-

Kristin Costley and State Zoologist Chris Skelton
sample fish at Buck Shoals




