
Aglass of Atlanta tap water graced page one of U.S.
News and World Report's cover article recently. It
made Atlanta the poster child of the water crisis.

The water in the magazine resembled murky green tea,
rather than the clear liquid we expect to see flowing from
our faucets. But, as we endure
our fourth year of drought, we
could take a "glass half-full"
rather than "glass half-empty"
view in response to this image
of Atlanta's water supply. The
water may be dirty at times, but
at least it is there.

Recent analyses indicate that
many areas in Georgia are
bumping up against their water
supply limits---much sooner
than expected. As population
growth continues and the
drought lingers, once plentiful
water is becoming "blue gold".
In the midst of this major water
challenge, the state is strug-
gling with a political question of the most fundamental
nature: who owns Georgia's surface and ground water?

Georgia Water Coalition Fills Void
The newly-formed Georgia Water Coalition believes that
the answer to this question is as clear as our ideal glass
of tap water: the surface and ground waters of the state
must continue to be a public resource, managed in the
public interest and in a sustainable manner by the state
to protect natural systems and meet human and econom-
ic needs. On behalf of its 50 member organizations, the

Coalition is providing its water policy recommendations
to the Governor, the General Assembly and the general
public for consideration prior to the 2003 General
Assembly.

Water Could Become Big
Business
The question of water ownership
seems, at first glance, to be an
academic, instead of practical,
problem. But, William Booth
reported recently in the
Washington Post that schemes
abound to move water across
great distances for profit. A well-
connected British wheeler-dealer
has connived to sell water to be
stored in an aquifer below the
Mojave Desert to southern
California. Texas oilman T. Boone
Pickens expects to market the
blue gold of the Ogallala Aquifer

to Dallas, and more ambitious ideas about ocean shipping
of water from rivers and glaciers via huge plastic bags
underscore the desperation of cities. These plans raise
questions about how much water can be withdrawn from
rivers and aquifers that cross natural and jurisdictional
boundaries without causing negative effects on natural
systems, surrounding property values and local
economies. 

Water marketing, like these examples, also raises
questions of equity, ethics, and basic human rights. For
example, many counties and cities in Georgia are working
hard to implement water-saving measures to protect

WATER FOR THE PEOPLE, BY THE PEOPLE

In October, thirty years ago, the U.S.
Congress passed one of the most important
tools that citizens have to clean up, protect

and restore their waterways. The Clean Water
Act of 1972 came at a time when rivers were
burning, and seemed idealistic in its insistence
that water be fishable and swimmable. The
Chattahoochee below Atlanta was filled with
sludge worms from untreated sewage in the
water. We've come a long way since then, but
some of our rivers and lakes are more polluted
and degraded, largely because of the sprawl-
ing growth in the watersheds that drain into
them. Much of this pollution may seem less
dramatic, less visible, than flaming oil spills,
but it may also be more resistant to easy
remedies. We're now seeing the frightening
results that low stream flows can have on
water quality and aquatic life, when flood-
plains, wetlands and other greenspace are
filled and paved.

As Jimmy Carter has written, "The problems
with rivers do not always begin in rivers.

Whatever we do to a landscape can ultimately
be seen in the river into which that landscape
drains---and we have done terrible things to
many landscapes. To achieve the goals of the
Clean Water Act, we must stop using our
rivers and landscapes as though they were
disposable." (The Clean Water Act: An Owner's
Manual", a River Network publication available
at www.rivernetwork.org.)

One of the most important provisions of the
Clean Water Act allows citizens to sue
polluters when government agencies fail to
enforce its requirements. After a 60-day notice
letter to all parties, the citizens may take their
case to federal court, seeking injunctive relief.
In other words, asking a federal judge to
demand that the pollution be cleaned up.
Without this provision and Riverkeeper's 1995
lawsuit, today, the city of Atlanta would not be
under a federal consent decree to fix its
serious infrastructure problems that routinely
send untreated sewage into neighborhood
streams every time that it rains.

So, Happy Birthday to the Clean Water Act!
One day we'll hope to meet your goal that all
waters be "fishable and swimmable".

The Clean Water Act Turns 30!
See By the People, page 7

The River runs clean and cold in the
uppermost stretches of the
Chattahoochee.

Taking
advantage
of a sunny
summer day by
rafting on the
Chattahoochee
through
Atlanta.



In July, Erin Gallagher , replaced
Sandy Layton as Riverkeeper's
Special Events Coordinator. We
welcome Erin who worked for
the past four years in Corporate
Affairs for Turner Broadcasting
System, Inc., where she handled
a variety of community projects,
including the organization of
Turner Volunteer Day. Erin has a
Bachelor's degree in communica-
tions from West Virginia
University.

Sandy first came to Riverkeeper in 1996, when our spe-
cial events program was just evolving. Thanks to her
expert organizational skills and experience, Sandy devel-
oped the program to at least eight significant events per
year, with the assistance of Board members and other
supporters, thereby creating a major source of operating
revenue for our programs. She also did an excellent job
representing Riverkeeper on the Board of Environmental
Fund for Georgia, now EarthShare. We wish Sandy the
best, as she begins a new career with Next Technology!

This past August marked Canoe
Restaurant's seventh anniversary. To
celebrate its successes, Canoe created
"River Celebration 2002" to recognize
the anniversary and its long-standing
partnership with Upper Chattahoochee
Riverkeeper. River facts and photographs
were displayed throughout the restaurant.
Special cuisine, drinks and events were
enjoyed by all who visited Canoe
throughout August. Diners had the
option to choose from the "River
Celebration Menu," a five-course dinner
paired with wine featuring favorites from Canoe's first year. Canoe bartenders also joined
in on the fun and created a special cocktail called the "Rivertini." Special events included
a "Wines by the River" tasting in the River Garden on the banks of the Chattahoochee.
Coinciding with the wine tasting was a book signing by Joe and Monica Cook , authors
of River Song, a beautiful photographic journey down the River. Boat rides aboard the
"Sweet Virginia", captained by Riverkeeper's Harlan Trammell , were also offered to Canoe
customers during a Sunday brunch. We were thrilled to be a part of Canoe's anniversary
celebration and thank George McKerrow, Ron SanMartin and Gerry Klaskala for all the
support they have given us over the years, and congratulate them on their 7th anniversary!

After 25 years as an environmen-
tal advocate, I thought that I had
seen it all---in terms of bad faith
negotiations and political
maneuvering. The "work" of the
Joint Legislative Water Study
Committee (JSC), over the past
year, showed me that anything
can, and will, be done, when
enough money is at stake.

Although other topics were debated, the lightning rod
issue during JSC deliberations was reduced to one simple
question. Do Georgia's surface and ground waters belong
to all Georgians for reasonable uses?The re-sounding
answer from the agribusiness-dominated JSC was "NO",
as the group refused to include a key principle support-
ing water as a public resource in its final report. The
degree to which agribusiness and industry have fought
this basic human right has been astounding and telling.

In southwest Georgia, home to 5 of the 23 members
including Co-chair Rep. Bob Hanner, transplanted
Western economists have found a foothold in the
depressed farming region to sell a concept that could
make water an economic commodity throughout Georgia.
They want to establish private property rights in water
and let this "blue gold" flow to the highest bidder, in or
out of state. ( See cover story.)  Five other members of the

JSC represented agribusiness or industry interests, while
only two environmentalists were appointed.

A 50-member Advisory Council was also established
pursuant to the resolution that created the JSC and its
mission to develop a framework and process for
Georgia's first water management plan. Despite the reso-
lution's requirement that "citizen groups in each river
basin" be represented on this Council, the majority of the
appointees from the 14 basins are not connected to
grassroots citizen organizations.

At one meeting, Albany farmer George McIntosh claimed
erroneously that the public resource statement (a recom-
mendation of the JSC's water rights subcommittee) was
already in the JSC's draft report. It wasn't. At another
meeting, he declared that seven environmental principles
had not been approved at a prior meeting, however, he
had, in fact, seconded the motion to approve them at that
meeting! This did not deter Rep. Hanner from calling for a
vote on McIntosh's motion to delete the principles from
the final JSC report. The vote was reported as being 9-6 in
favor of McIntosh, although there remains some uncer-
tainty regarding the vote of Co-chair Sen. Hugh Gillis. At
the final meeting, the seven principles were re-inserted
for "consideration" only.

The JSC thoroughly tarnished its credibility. It will be up
to the Governor and the Legislature to make sure that
our waterways are preserved as public resources.

ANNUAL MEMBERSHIP MEETING 
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This summer Riverkeeper had one full-time legal intern
and three part-time program interns. Sadie Gardner , a
second year law student from the University of
Mississippi finished her legal internship this August
under the guidance of our General Counsel, Michelle
Fried. Drew Morris , a senior from the University of
Florida, earned 3 credits towards his environmental
degree by assisting Kristi Rose with Education programs.
Mihkel Allpere , also pursuing an environmental degree
from Denison University, assisted staffers with water
sampling and was very instrumental in our Stormwater
campaign through his GIS contributions. Lastly, Aliyah
Johnson , a senior biology student at Georgia State has
dedicated her time to Riverkeeper by helping Alice
Champagne, our Watershed Protection Specialist, with
her buffer variance program and will be staying with
Riverkeeper through the fall. The work and support these
interns contribute to Riverkeeper is invaluable, and we
hope to have more hard working interns for the winter
and spring semesters. If you know a student who is inter-
ested in becoming a Riverkeeper intern, please contact our
Programs Coordinator, Birgit Bolton at: 404-352-9828 ext. 24
or bbolton@ucriverkeeper.org.

INVALUABLECONTRIBUTIONS FROMINTERNSCANOEMARKSANNIVERSARY WITHRIVERCELEBRATION

Please reserve Thursday, November 21 (7-9PM) for
Riverkeeper's 2002 Annual Membership meeting at
Southface Energy Institute. This year’s guest presenter is
Dave Kaufman, author of Peachtree Creek, Atlanta's
Forgotten River . Bring a friend and enjoy Dave's presen-
tation and see his wonderful photos and memorabilia.
For information, call Bill Crawford at 404-352-9828, ext 14
or e-mail: bcrawford@ucriverkeeper.org

SAVE THE DATE---2002 X-MAS PARTY
The 2002 X-MAS Party will be held at the Tabernacle in
downtown Atlanta on December 6th. If you are interested
in sponsoring this event or buying tickets, please contact
Erin Gallagher at 404-352-9828 ext. 12, or e-mail egal-
lagher@ucriverkeeper.org.

REFLECTIONS

Canoe patrons enjoy a ride aboard the “Sweet Virginia”.

ADIEU TO RIVERKEEPER'S EVENTS QUEEN…

Erin Gallagher

Join us for an evening at Robert Hancock's cabin on the
River in Heard County on Nov. 2, 2002, at 5 p.m. Bring a
friend and enjoy BBQ, beer, wine and bluegrass music.
$20 per person. For information call Erin Gallagher at 404-
352-9828 ext. 12 or email egallagher@ucriverkeeper.org

AN EVENING IN THE COUNTRY...


